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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
09/13/2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1, 6, 10 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

4. In claim 1 lines 12-14, the phrase "wherein the adding unit adding the additional 
infomnation of which accepted the selection by the additional information selection unit, 
in the case where the search unit has searched out plural pieces of additional 
information" is indefinite. 

5. In claim 6 lines 13-14, the phrase "wherein the adding involves adding the 
additional information of which accepted the selection in the accepting, in the case of 
having searched out plural pieces of additional infonmation" is indefinite. 
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6: In claim 10 lines 13-14, the phrase "wherein the adding involves adding the 
additional information of which accepted the selection in the accepting, in the case of 
having searched out plural pieces of additional information" is indefinite. 

7. In claim 14, lines 13-14, the phrase "wherein the adding involves adding the 
additional information of which accepted the selection in the accepting, in the case of 
having searched out plural pieces of additional information" is indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gotou 
(US Patent 7,085,629) in view of Tada (US Patent 7,080,099). 

10. With respect to claim 1 , Gotou discloses an electronic mail device comprising: 
a mail accepting unit accepting an input of an electronic mail as a processing 

object (Gotou: Column 2, lines 11-12; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

a keyword extraction unit obtaining a keyword from the electronic mail (Gotou: 
Column 2, lines 12-14; Column 6, lines 59-67; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

a search unit searching for additional information corresponding to the keyword 
from an additional candidate storage unit stored with candidates for the additional 
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information to the mail previously processed (Gotou: Column 5, lines 36-53; Column 6, 
lines 38-67; Column 7, lines 1-6; Figures 4AAC and 12); 

an additional information selection unit accepting, in a case where the search unit 
has searched out plural pieces of additional information, a selection, from a list of the 
plural pieces of additional information (Gotou: Column 2, lines 11-21; Column 3, lines 
52-67; Column 7, lines 11-28; Figures 11-12); 

Gotou does not explicitly disclose wherein the list has been sorted on a basis of a 
history of mails previously transmitted or received. 

However, Tada discloses sorting a list on a basis of a history of mails previously 
transmitted or received (Tada: Column 3, lines 8-26). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to combine the teachings of Tada with the teachings 
of Gotou to select from a list additional information wherein the list has been sorted out 
on a basis of history of mails previously transmitted or received for a method that allows 
attachment documents to be looked up efficiently when documents are created through 
electronic mail exchanges between multiple users (Tada: Column 2, lines 67, Column 3, 
lines 1-2). 

Gotou in view of Tada discloses: 

an adding unit adding the searched additional information to the electronic mail 
as the processing object, wherein the adding unit adding the additional information of 
which accepted the selection by the additional information selection unit, in the case 
where the search unit has searched out plural pieces of additional information (Gotou: 
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Column 2, lines 14-20; Column 5, lines 36-53; Column 7, lines 10-28; Figures 4A-4C 
and 12). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 2, Gotou in view of Tada discloses an electronic mail 
device according to claim 1, wherein the keyword extracting unit extracts, as a keyword, 
information about an existing area of a sender or about a pre-registered recipient 
(Gotou: Column 10, lines 55-67; Column 11, lines 16-26; Figures 4A-4C, 9 and 12). 

« 

12. Claims 3, 5-8, 10-12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gotou in view of Tada as applied to claims 1-2 above, and further in 
view of Rast (US Publication 2001/0034769). 

13. With respect to claim 3, Gotou in view of Tada discloses an electronic mail 
device according to claim 1 , 

However, Gotou or Tada does not explicitly disclose wherein the keyword 
extraction unit extracts, as a keyword, a date and time recorded in relative time since a 
date and time of transmission, an absolute date and time obtained from the present 
date and time, or the present date and time. 

The Rast reference, however, discloses claimed extracting a date and time 
recorded in relative time since a date and time of transmission, an absolute date and 
time obtained from the present date and time, or the present date and time (Rast: 
Paragraph 10, lines 6-9; Figure 2). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to combine the teachings of Rast with the teachings of 
Gotou and Tada to have the keyword extraction unit extracting a date and time for the 
benefit of providing the delivery of email messages at a specific time (Rast: Paragraph 
23. lines 1-2). 

14. With respect to claim 5, Gotou in view of Tada and in further view of Rast 
discloses an electronic mail device according to any one of claims 1 through 3, wherein 
when receiving the electronic mail from a source terminal and transmitting the mail to a 
destination terminal, the additional information is added to the electronic mail (Gotou: 
Column 2, lines 3-21; Figures 4A-4C and 12). 

1 5. With respect to claim 6, Gotou in view of Tada and in further view of Rast 
discloses a recording medium recorded with an information adding program for a n 
electronic mail, for making a computer execute: 

accepting an input of an electronic mail as a processing object (Gotou: Column 2, 
lines 11-12; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

obtaining a keyword from the electronic mail (Gotou: Column 2, lines 12-14; 
Column 6, lines 59-67; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

searching for additional information corresponding to the keyword from an 
additional candidate storage unit stored with candidates for the additional information to 
the mail previously processed (Gotou: Column 5, lines 36-53; Column 6, lines 38-67; 
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Column 7, lines 1-6; Figures 4A-4C and 12); 

accepting, in a case of having searched out plural pieces of additional 
information in the searching for the additional information, a selection, from a list of the 
plural pieces of additional information, wherein the list has been sorted on a basis of a 
history of mails previously transmitted or received (Gotou: Column 2, lines 11-21; 
Column 3, lines 52-67; Column 7, lines 11-28; Figures 11-12; Tada: Column 3, lines 8- 
26); and 

adding the searched additional information to the electronic mail as the 
processing object, wherein the adding involves adding the additional information of 
which accepted the selection in the accepting, in the case of having searched out plural 
pieces of additional information (Gotou: Column 2, lines 14-20; Column 5. lines 36-53; 
Column 7, lines 10-28; Figures 4A-4C and 12). 

16. With respect to claim 7, Gotou in view of Tada and in further view of Rast 
discloses a recording medium recorded with an information adding program for an 
electronic mail according to claim 6, wherein the obtaining the keyword involves 
extracting, as a keyword, information about an existing area of a sender or about a pre- 
registered recipient (Gotou: Column 10, lines 55-67; Column 11, lines 16-26; Figures 
4A-4C, 9and 12). 

17. With respect to claim 8, Gotou in view of Tada and in further view of Rast 
discloses a recording medium with an information adding program for an electronic mail 
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according to claim 6, wherein the obtaining the keyword involves extracting, as a 
keyword, a date and time recorded in relative time since a date and time of 
transmission, an absolute date and time obtained from the present date and time, or the 
present date and time (Rast: Paragraph 10, lines 6-9; Figure 2). 

1 8. With respect to claim 1 0, Gotou in view of Tada and in further view of Rast 
discloses an information adding method for an electronic mail by which an electronic 
mail device executes: 

accepting an. input of an electronic mail as a processing object (Gotou: Column 2, 
lines 11-12; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

obtaining a keyword from the electronic mail (Gotou: Column 2, lines 12-14; 
Column 6, lines 59-67; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

searching for additional information corresponding to the keyword from an 
additional candidate storage unit stored with candidates for the additional information to 
the mail, processed in the past (Gotou: Column 5, lines 36-53; Column 6, lines 38-67; 
Column 7, lines 1-6; Figures 4A-4C and 12); 

accepting, in a case of having searched out plural pieces of additional 
information in the searching for the additional information, a selection, from a list of the 
plural pieces of the additional information, wherein the list has been sorted on a basis of 
a history of mails previously transmitted or received (Gotou: Column 2, lines 1 1-21 ; 
Column 3, lines 52-67; Column 7, lines 11-28; Figures 11-12; Tada: Column 3, lines 8- 
26); and 
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adding the searched additional information to the electronic mail as the 
processing object, wherein the adding involves adding the additional information of 
which accepted the selection in the accepting, in the case of having searched out plural 
pieces of additional information (Gotou: Column 2, lines 14-20; Column 5, lines 36-53; 
Column 7, lines 10-28; Figures 4A-4C and 12). 

1 9. With respect to claim 1 1 , Gotou in view of Tada and in further view of Rast 
discloses an information adding method for an electronic mail according to claim 10, 
wherein the obtaining the keyword involves extracting, as a keyword, information about 
an existing area of a sender or about a pre-registered recipient (Gotou: Column 10, 
lines 55-67; Column 11, lines 16-26; Figures 4A-4C, 9 and 12). 

20. With respect to claim 12, Gotou in view of Tada and in further view of Rast 
discloses an information adding method for an electronic mail according to claim 10, 
wherein the obtaining the keyword involves extracting, as a keyword, a date and time 
recorded in relative time since a date and time of transmission, an absolute date and 
time obtained from the present date and time, or the present date and time (Rast: 
Paragraph 10, lines 6-9; Figure 2). ^ 

21 . With respect to claim 14, Gotou in view of Tada and in further view of Rast 
discloses an information adding program for an electronic mail, for making a computer 
execute: 



Application/Control Number: 10/802,863 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2164 

accepting an input of an electronic mail as a processing object (Gotou: Column 2, 
lines 11-12; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

obtaining a keyword from the electronic mail (Gotou: Column 2, lines 12-14; 
Column 6, lines 59-67; Figure 4A; Figure 12); 

searching for additional information corresponding to the keyword from an 
additional candidate storage unit stored with candidates for the additional information to 
the mail processed in the past (Gotou: Column 5, lines 36-53; Column 6, lines 38-67; 
Column 7, lines 1-6; Figures 4A-4C and 12); 

accepting, in a case of having searched out plural pieces of additional 
information in the searching for the additional information, a selection, from a list of the 
plural pieces of additional information, wherein the list has been sorted on a basis of a 
history of mails previously transmitted or received (Gotou: Column 2, lines 11-21; 
Column 3, lines 52-67; Column 7, lines 11-28; Figures 11-12; Tada: Column 3, lines 8- 
26); and 

adding the searched additional information to the electronic mail as the 
processing object, wherein the adding involves adding the additional information of 
which accepted the selection in the accepting, in the case of having searched out plural 
pieces of additional information (Gotou: Column 2, lines 14-20; Column 5, lines 36-53; 
Column 7, lines 10-28; Figures 4A-4C and 12). 



22. 



Remarks 

Gotou discloses in Column 2 lines 14-20, Column 5 lines 36-53, Column 7 lines 
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10-28, Figures 4A-4C and 12 an adding unit adding additional information which was 
accepted by a selection unit for additional information and where a search unit searched 
for the additional information. 

Conclusion 

23. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The llcisin reference (US Publication 2002/0044067) teaches 
about message delivery based on geographical and temporal parameters. The Tuvey 
reference (US Publication 2002/0019849) teaches about an information communication 
system. The Yamamoto reference (US Publication 2005/0165739) teaches about 
extracting words from mail documents that correspond to the user's interest. 
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